


  

 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.”  Hebrews 13:2 

 
As we head into the summer months, keep in mind that we can expect a greater 
number of newcomers to our church -- out-of-town relatives, people on 
vacation, and families moving into the area.  It’s vital that we show these 
guests the graciousness that Christ has modeled for us.  Hospitality is required 
of us by scripture (Luke 6:31, Romans 15:7, Philippians 2:1-2) and is a key 
part of drawing seekers and believers alike to our fellowship and to 
discipleship.  
 
A recent report on church growth said that, “When both unchurched and 
churched people are asked what they look for in a church, all of them agree 
about one factor -- the climate of the congregation. They are looking for a 
church in which they feel at home, where the 
people are friendly, and where there is a warm 
and comfortable atmosphere.”  The warmth and 
friendliness of the congregation are probably 
the most important characteristics of 
congregations effective in attracting new 
members.   
 
Newcomers pick up on our warmth from the 
moment they come through the front door and 
find a seat in the sanctuary or chapel.  And, 
they continue to look for friendliness when the service ends. Pastor Rick Ezell 
writes, “In a first-time guest’s mind, the most important time of a church 
service is the few minutes before -- do they feel welcomed? -- and the few 
minutes after the service -- does the church care?”  Author and church 
consultant Robert Blast sums it up this way:  “At what point in their visit would 
first-time visitors feel most uncomfortable? It is 1) when they first enter the 
building, and 2) when the formal part of the service is over and people begin to 
leave. These are two important moments we need to consider.” 
 
So in the months to come, let’s get into the habit of saying “hello” to people we 
don’t know, both before and after service.  If you’re concerned that an 
unfamiliar face has actually been attending here awhile, you can just say, 
“Hello, I don’t believe we’ve met, I’m _________.”  Other things to remember: 
  

�x Be genuine.  You don’t have to be jovial and boisterous if that’s not 
your nature. (In fact, coming on too strong can turn some people off.)  
Just a pleasant smile and greeting will mean a lot. 

 
�x Be sensitive.  Read their body language and facial expressions to see 

whether they’re open to meeting others, or whether they’d prefer to 
keep a low profile. 

 
�x Look for others to introduce them to. If they seem open to meeting 

others, glance around for others nearby who are in the same age 
group, family situation, or occupation.   

 
We should reflect God’s love in everything we do as individuals and as a body 
of believers.  Let’s make sure we’re doing that with our first-time visitors.    

 

A Single Service in 
August, a New Look 
for the Sanctuary 
 
Memorial Baptist Church will have a 
single blended service at 10:00 a.m.  
during August,  combining the 
strengths and attendance of both our 
8:30 and 11:00 services.  This will be in 
combination with a 9:00 a.m. start to 
Sunday School.  This proposal was 
endorsed by the church council and 
was passed without opposition at a 
special members meeting held June 14. 
 
At that meeting, the pastor explained 
the advantages of this approach. First, it 
would allow people who attend one of 
the current services exclusively to 
worship and fellowship with people from 
the other service, making for a stronger 
community.  Second, we will have a 
solid attendance for the one service, 
which will offer a strong face to families 
moving into the area in August and 
looking for a new church home.  
 
Finally, it enables us to combine the 
strengths of the two styles of worship 
and the worship teams for both 
services. This is an important 
consideration during August, when 
many of the church’s music and worship 
staff take vacations on a rotating basis 
that month. If the combined service and 
new schedule proves popular, the 
church will consider extending this 
same schedule to September. 
 
Here Comes the Center Aisle 
 
The membership also voted without 
objection to create a center aisle in the 
sanctuary, in order to increase the 
density of the congregation at the 11:00 
a.m. service and reduce the empty 
spots that so often open up.  This will 
be accomplished by removing and 
storing the long center pews and 
replacing them with a comparable 
number of short pews taken from the 
balcony, choir loft, and other locations. 
There would also be some indentations 
for wheelchair access. 
 
This will not require any expense or 
permanent remodeling of the sanctuary. 
Instead it gives us the flexibility to try 
this arrangement on for size and go 
back to the current configuration later 
should that be the church’s choice.   
 
The work will begin immediately after 
the June 25 service, and will include a 
“pizza and polish” party on Wednesday 
evening, June 28, to help prepare the 
“new” pews for worship in time for July 
2 service.  

In a first-time 
guest’s mind, the 
most important 
time of a church 
service is the few 
minutes before and 
the few minutes 
after the service.  

Welcome Guests As You Would 
Like to Be Welcomed  





News Of Our Members  
 
For photos, visit the “News/Members” page on our Web site: 
http://www.memorialbaptistchurch.org/resources/news.html#members 
 

Welcome, New Members! 
 
By letter: 

John Brewer 
from First Baptist Church of  
Albemarle, N.C.;  
 
Jessica Chiafair 
from First Baptist Church of  
Orlando, Fla.;  

By baptism: 

Thomas Green 
 

A New Baby!   Jeff and Stephanie Hurlburt welcomed Jacob Benjamin 
into the world on June 14 at 4:55 a.m.!  He’s 8 lbs., 1.4 oz. and 22½ inches 
long.  Mom and baby are doing fine. (Grandparents are Tex and Ann Brown.)  
 
Happy Anniversary!  Congratulations to Dave and Betty Tuckerman 
on their 60th Wedding Anniversary on June 15. 
 
Congratulations, Graduates! 
 

High School:  
 
Heidi Buchanan, Grace Brethren 
Christian School (University of 
Tennessee) 

Anthony Cantow, Yorktown High 
School (Northern Virginia 
Community College) 

Jessica Sok, Yorktown High 
School (University of Mary 
Washington) 

Adam Williams, Yorktown High 
School (Christopher Newport 
University) 
 
College and Post-grad: 
 
Katie Keener, University of 
Virginia 

Gary Yeatman, MA in 
Telecommunications, George 
Washington University 

 
Frank and Kathy Johnson would like to thank everyone who made their 
wedding such a special and blessed event. We thank God for your loving 
kindness and support.   
 
Bill, Sara & Anna Johnson want to again say “thank you” to our incredible 
family, Memorial Baptist Church. Your affirmation of Susan and her work with 
the Children’s Choir was very meaningful, and the kids shared with their music 
and their handiwork. So many have also shared in a very generous love 
offering and gifts to educational funds for both Sara and Anna. We are so 
grateful that God led us to Memorial and said, put down your roots here among 
these people.  
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.memorialbaptistchurch.org/resources/documents/Summer_2006_R
eading_List.doc 

Pastor’s Column (cont. from p. 1) 
 

This year we lost the services of our 
dear friend, Susan Johnson, to death. I am 
grateful that Jacqui Yeatman and Kathy 
Johnson have combined their efforts to 
keep the ministry to children and the 
keyboard work going. Along with Frank 
Johnson, Ann Brown, Cindy Schall, the 
entire Lifeline group and our adult choir, 
we have a magnificent team of musicians 
for whom we all give thanks to God. 

In a further emphasis on staff matters 
the Church Council, in its most recent 
meeting, decided to put a high priority on 
the provision of adequate health and 
retirement benefits for our full-time paid 
workers. You will see this priority 
reflected in our 2007 budget proposals. I 
am confident the church will endorse and 
support this priority. 
 Again, I am grateful for every person 
who serves on our staff. God has 
assembled a wonderful team of people. 
Talent, commitment and an authentic spirit 
of service abound in these folks. It is my 
privilege to serve with them.  

Blessings, Bill 
 
Every Sunday, Worship and 
Bible Study for all ages : 
 

�x Contemporary Worship— 8:30 am 
in the Chapel 

�x Coffee and Fellowship —9:30 am 
in Fellowship Hall. 

�x Sunday School —9:45 am— Bible 
study classes for all ages 

�x Traditional Worship Service —
11:00 am in the Sanctuary 

�x Sunday Evening —6:30 pm —
Devotions and discussion in the 
chapel. 

�x Chime Choir and Children’s 
Choir — resume in the fall  

 

Childcare is available during services. 
 

On the first Sunday of the Month:  
The Lord’s Supper is observed. 

 

Regular Weekly Activities : 
 

Tuesdays: Young Adults Dinner and 
Bible Study — 7:00 p.m. at the John 
Brewer home: 1410 North Scott Street 
Apt. 236, Arlington, VA 22209. Call 
703-310-7661 for information.    
 

Wonderful Wednesdays (Sept.-June) 
— will resume in the fall 
 

Thursdays: Pastor’s Midweek Bible 
Study — 10:00-11:00 am in the church 
library 

2006 Summer Reading List 
 
The church held its annual Good Books 
Review on Sunday May 14 and discussed 
a wide range of fiction and non-fiction 
that would be of interest to our members 
for their summer reading.  From Philip 
Yancy to Thomas Friedman, there’s a 
range of titles you might enjoy. Download 
the complete list from our Web site: 


